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A. Introduction 

India has recorded steady growth despite domestic and global challenges, including, once in a 

century pandemic COVID-19 followed by an oil price shock. Many of the ideas that have 

motivated Indian policy makers are also gaining acceptance in the developed countries and 

across the World. India’s indigenous development strategy has not been static, but has evolved 

& developed with experience and changing national & international environments. It is 

therefore an appropriate moment to attempt a formalization of this development model. Two 

earlier policy papers [Virmani (2022a, b)] have outlined the “Bharatiya Model of Inclusive 

Development: Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas” This paper elaborates the concepts 

with data, does a tentative analysis of the outcomes, and ends with some speculation about the 

future evolution of the model.  

The first article of the Constitution of India states that "India, that is Bharat, shall be a union of 

states," implicitly codifying "India" and "Bharat" as equally official short names for the 

Republic of India. This is grounded in our civilizational history, including the proto-republic 

Jana Padas and Maha-Janapadas. Our age-old culture also influences our approach to 

economic & social development. One relevant aspect of this culture is the importance of the 

family and community in everyone’s economic & social role. The sustainability of the family 

is a civilizational goal and is now expressed in a high household saving rate. The diet with a 

high proportion of cereals & low proportion of meat is also related to civilizational 

sustainability. Similarly, the traditional role of community in trade, production & investment 

continues to underpin entrepreneurship, capital raising & risk taking. The balancing of 

individual rights and family/community responsibilities has evolved over time & place but 

remains important. It is also reflected in the constitution in the form of citizens’ rights and 

duties with respect to the Nation. 

The next section (B) gives an overview of the inclusive growth and development model and 

expands on its first pillar, the Indian approach to market economy. It then goes on to present 

some of the economic reforms undertaken during the last 10 years to promote economic 
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