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Concept Note 

 

Indo-Korea Economic Conference: Fostering Deeper Economic Ties 

July 13, 2026 – New Delhi 

 

Introduction and Rationale 

The partnership between India and the Republic of Korea (ROK) operates within a challenging 

global economic landscape defined by escalating geopolitical frictions, rising protectionism, 

and the critical imperative for supply chain diversification. Building on diplomatic relations 

established in 1973 and elevated to a "Special Strategic Partnership" in 2015, the bilateral ties 

have matured into a robust, multidimensional collaboration spanning economic, political, 

strategic, technological, and cultural domains.  

India–Republic of Korea economic relations continue to be underpinned by robust trade and 

investment linkages. According to the Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and 

Statistics (DGCI&S), Ministry of Commerce and Industry, bilateral merchandise trade reached 

approximately US$27.37 billion during FY2025–26. India's exports to the Republic of Korea 

stood at approximately US$6.01 billion, while imports amounted to US$21.35 billion, resulting 

in a merchandise trade deficit of approximately US$15.34 billion. Although India's exports to 
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the Republic of Korea recorded positive growth during FY2025–26, the merchandise trade 

deficit remains significant. This highlights the need to diversify exports, deepen value chain 

integration, strengthen the implementation and review of the Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement (CEPA), and promote innovation-driven investment and technology 

collaboration between the two countries. These priorities call for policy measures that can 

catalyse innovation-driven investment, facilitate technology transfer, improve market access, 

and further enhance the ease of doing business for enterprises from both countries. 

In response, both governments have prioritized deeper engagement in strategic sectors, 

including semiconductors, shipbuilding, electric vehicles (EVs) and EV components, 

renewable energy, and digital finance. Initiatives like the Korea Plus Desk and ongoing 

negotiations to upgrade the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 

underscore the joint commitment to reducing trade imbalances and broadening collaboration. 

As India and South Korea align their agendas with regional frameworks such as the Indo-

Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and the Mineral Security Partnership (MSP), their 

strategic partnership is poised to promote sustainable growth and regional stability. 

Beyond these priority areas, both countries are increasingly collaborating in emerging sectors 

such as green hydrogen, low-carbon manufacturing, green steel and aluminium, circular 

economy practices, and consumer industries, including cosmetics and wellness products. 

Opportunities are also expanding in infrastructure development, including railways, ports, 

smart cities, logistics, and engineering, procurement and construction (EPC) projects, as well 

as in defence technologies, digital innovation, technical textiles, tourism, and people-to-people 

exchanges, reflecting the growing breadth of the India–Korea Strategic Partnership. These 

sectors are expected to play an important role in strengthening industrial competitiveness, 

enhancing resilient supply chains, and supporting sustainable economic growth in both 

countries. 

This Conference aims to harness this momentum by bringing together policymakers, industry 

leaders, scholars, diplomats, and business practitioners to deliberate on actionable strategies 

for strengthening trade, investment, sustainable manufacturing, innovation, infrastructure, 

tourism, and high-technology collaboration. Particular emphasis will be placed on advancing 

partnerships in green industries, digital transformation, resilient supply chains, consumer 

industries, and emerging technologies to build a balanced, resilient, and future-ready India–

Korea economic partnership. 



 2 

Overall Conference Objective 

The core objective is to strengthen the India–Korea economic partnership by addressing 

persistent trade imbalances while promoting collaboration in sustainable manufacturing, 

emerging technologies, infrastructure, tourism, and innovation-driven industries to build a 

balanced, resilient, and future-ready relationship. 

Specific Objectives 

a. Promote sustainable manufacturing and industrial transformation through collaboration in 

green hydrogen, green steel, green aluminium, resource efficiency, circular economy 

practices, and environmentally sustainable consumer industries. 

b. Strengthen collaboration in advanced technologies, digital economy, semiconductors, 

defence industries, fintech, start-ups, innovation ecosystems, and research partnerships. 

c. Promote collaboration in infrastructure connectivity, sustainable tourism, technical 

textiles, and advanced manufacturing to enhance bilateral trade, investment, and people-

to-people exchanges. 

Expected Outcomes 

a. A policy brief containing recommendations for strengthening the India–Korea Strategic 

Economic Partnership. 

b. Identification of priority sectors for future bilateral trade, investment, and industrial 

collaboration. 

c. Recommendations for promoting sustainable manufacturing, green technologies and 

resilient supply chains.  

d. Strengthened collaboration in technology, innovation, start-up ecosystems, digital 

economy, and industrial research partnerships. 

e. Enhanced partnerships in infrastructure, tourism, technical textiles and emerging 

industries.  

f. Stronger institutional linkages among governments, industry, academia and think tanks in 

India and the Republic of Korea. 
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Proposed Programme Schedule 

Indo-Korea Economic Conference: Fostering Deeper Economic Ties 

July 13, 2026 – New Delhi 

 

 

3:00 – 3:30 

 

 

Registration and Networking 

 

3:30 – 4:30 

 

 

Theme: 

 

Strengthening the Indo-Korea 

Strategic Economic 

Partnership 

 

Inaugural Session 

 

Welcome and Setting the Context 

 

Dr. Charan Singh, CEO, EGROW Foundation 

 

Prof. Sachin Kumar Sharma, Director General, RIS 

 

 

Chair 

 

Dr. Arvind Virmani, Chairman, EGROW Foundation 

 

Panellists 

 

HE Mr Lee Seong-ho, Ambassador of the Republic of Korea 

to India 

 

Prof. Choong Yong Ahn, Chung-Ang University, Korea 

(Online) 

 

Mr. Jagdip Singh, Honorary Consul General, Korea; 

Chairman, Sigma Industries 

 

Thanks 

 

Dr. Ashok Vishandass, Former Chairman, CACP 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 4 

 

4:30 – 5:15 

 

Key Discussion Areas: 

a. Advancing green 

hydrogen, green steel, 

green aluminium, and 

low-carbon industrial 

transition.  

b. Resource efficiency, 

aluminium recycling, and 

sustainable 

manufacturing practices. 

c. Consumer industries, 

including cosmetics and 

wellness products, as 

emerging areas of Indo–

Korea collaboration. 

 

Session 1: Strengthening Sustainability, Green Hydrogen, 

Green Steel, Green Aluminium, and Cosmetics 

 

Chair 

 

Amb. Skand Ranjan Tayal (Retd), President, IRKFS 

 

Panellists 

 

Dr. Vinod K Verma, President, Group Corporate Affairs & 

Development, Aditya Birla Group 

 

Dr. SI Abraham Lee, MD & CEO, Atomy India 

 

Dr. Rajan Sudesh Ratna, Coordinator, DAKSHIN, RIS 

 

Mr. Jaewon Chang, CEO, BUDDTree Management Group 

 

Mr. Yeongmin Kweon, Steel Researcher, SFOC (Online) 

 

 

5:15 – 6:00 

 

Key Discussion Areas: 

 

a. Advancing the 

implementation and 

review of the 

Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement 

while promoting joint 

ventures in 

semiconductors, EV 

components, and fintech. 

b. Development of start-up 

ecosystems and 

innovation corridors.  

c. Enhancing collaboration 

in digital trade, defence 

technologies, and resilient 

regional connectivity. 

 

Session 2: Emerging Frontiers in Indo-Korea 

Collaboration: Technology, Start-ups, Defence and 

Digital Economy 

 

Chair 

 

Amb. C. Rajasekhar, Former Director General, ICCR 

 

Panellists 

 

Mr. Suresh Chukkapalli, Honorary Consul General, Korea; 

Chairman Emeritus, Phoenix Group, Hyderabad (Online) 

 

Dr. Choongjae Cho, Director, Delhi Office, KIEP (Online) 

 

Dr. Park Young-June, Director General, RINSA (Online) 

 

Lt. Gen. Arvinder Lamba (Retd.), Former VCOAS 

 

Cmde. Sujeet Samaddar, Visiting Fellow, RIS 
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6:00 – 6:15 Tea / Coffee 

 

6:15 – 7:00 

 

Key Discussion Areas: 

 

a. Korean partnerships in 

railways, ports, smart 

cities, logistics, and 

Engineering, Procurement 

and Construction (EPC) 

projects. 

b. Collaboration in 

technical textiles, man-

made fibres, and 

sustainable 

manufacturing. 

c. Expanding two-way 

tourism through cultural 

exchanges, medical 

tourism, business travel, 

and the MICE sector. 

 

Session 3: Infrastructure, Tourism and Textile 

 

Chair 

 

Prof. Jitendra Uttam, Centre for East Asian Studies, JNU 

 

Panellists 

 

Prof. Prabir De, Professor, RIS 

 

Mr. Harsh Dhingra, Management Consultant - Rail & Metro 

 

Mr. Rohit Chaturvedi, COO, Geotech, Z-Tech (Online) 

 

Ms. Suzy Choi, Managing Director, Sole Mono Pole 

 

Dr. Subhash Goyal, Founder Chairman, STIC Travel 

(Online) 

 

 

7:00 – 7:30 

 

Theme: 

 

Forging a Shared Future for 

India and Korea 

 

Valedictory Session 

 

Chair 

 

Mr Shiv Siddhant Kaul, Honorary Consul General, Korea; 

MD, Nicco Engineering Services (Online) 

 

Panellists 

 

Mr. Taeho Bark, Former Trade Minister, Korea (Online) 

 

 

7:30 – 7:40           

 

Vote of Thanks 

 

Dr. Rattan Chand, Founder Director, EGROW Foundation 

 

Dr. Pankaj Vashisht, Coordinator, ASEAN-India Centre, RIS 

 

7:45 Snacks and Drinks 
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Profile Of Speakers 
(In order of participation in the conference) 

 

 

 

Dr. Charan Singh is the CEO and Founder Director of EGROW Foundation 

and a member of the IRDAI Insurance Advisory Committee. He has served as 

Non-Executive Chairman of Punjab & Sind Bank, RBI Chair Professor of 

Economics at IIM Bangalore, Senior Economist at the IMF, Washington DC, 

and Research Director for Debt Management at the Reserve Bank of India. He 

has also been a board member of the National Housing Bank (NHB) and 

NABFINS, bringing extensive expertise in economics, banking, financial 

policy, and governance. 

 

  

Prof. Sachin Kumar Sharma is an economist with over two decades of 

experience in international trade, development cooperation, and multilateral 

negotiations. Holding an M.Phil. and PhD in Economics from JNU, he has 

authored six books and numerous research papers. Formerly a Professor at the 

Centre for WTO Studies, IIFT, he played a key role in shaping WTO policy, 

supporting developing countries, and contributing to the Bali Peace Clause on 

food security. As Director General of RIS, he is committed to strengthening the 

institution as a leading Global South think tank promoting South-South 

cooperation and evidence-based policy research. 

 

 

 

Dr. Arvind Virmani is Chairman and Founding Director of EGROW and 

former Member of NITI Aayog. A distinguished economist and policy expert, 

he has served as Chief Economic Adviser to the Government of India, Principal 

Adviser to the Planning Commission, Executive Director at the IMF, and 

Director & CEO of ICRIER. He has also held leadership roles at EXIM Bank, 

LIC, SBI Mutual Fund, and Punjab National Bank. Widely recognized for his 

contributions to macroeconomic policy, trade, finance, and public policy, Dr. 

Virmani has played a pivotal role in shaping India’s economic reforms and 

financial sector development. 

 

 

 

Ambassador Lee Seong-ho is the 18th Ambassador of the Republic of Korea 

to India, appointed in October 2024. A career diplomat with over 35 years of 

experience, he has held senior positions including Ambassador to Italy, Deputy 

Minister for Economic Affairs, and Deputy Representative for ROK-US 

Defense Burden Sharing. Since joining MOFA in 1989, he has served in key 

diplomatic, economic, trade, and strategic roles, including at the OECD Korean 

Delegation in Paris. He holds a Master’s in International Economics from the 

University of Michigan and a Bachelor’s from Seoul National University. His 

distinguished service was recognized with the Order of Service Merit in 2015. 
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Dr. Choong Yong Ahn is Distinguished Professor at the Graduate School of 

International Studies, Chung-Ang University, Seoul, and Co-Chair of the 

Korea–India Strategic Dialogue organized by the Seoul International Forum. 

He has served as Chairman of the Korea Commission for Corporate Partnership, 

KEPCO Board Chairman, Foreign Investment Ombudsman appointed by the 

President of Korea, and Chair of the Presidential Regulatory Reform 

Committee. He has also led KIEP, chaired the APEC Economic Committee, 

advised the World Bank, and served as UNIDO Chief Technical Advisor. His 

contributions to economics and public policy have earned him prestigious 

honours, including the Economist of the Year Award and Okita Policy Research 

Award. 

 

 

 

Mr. Jagdip Singh is Chairman of Sigma Group of Industries, a leading 

automotive component manufacturer with a global presence and operations in 

India and the USA. Under his leadership, the Group has built partnerships with 

global companies and earned over 80 National Awards for export excellence. 

He also serves as Honorary Consul General of the Republic of Korea for Punjab, 

Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, and Chandigarh, promoting India–

Korea economic and cultural ties. Associated with leading industry bodies, he 

is also committed to philanthropy through the Sundar Santokh Foundation 

Charitable Trust, supporting underprivileged communities. 

 

 

 

Dr. Ashok Vishandass is Former Chairman of the Commission for Agricultural 

Costs and Prices (CACP) with over four decades of experience in policy 

formulation across various Government of India ministries and departments, 

including as Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. He has 

also served as Chief Adviser to FAO of the United Nations. A noted expert in 

agriculture and food policy, he has made significant contributions to pricing and 

non-pricing agricultural policies. His areas of expertise include agriculture, food 

security, official statistics, and international trade. He holds a PhD in 

Economics and multiple advanced degrees in economics, statistics, finance, and 

development studies. 

 

 

 

Ambassador Skand Ranjan Tayal (Retd.) is a former Indian Foreign Service 

officer and Ambassador of India to the Republic of Korea (2008–2011) and 

Uzbekistan (2005–2008). A graduate of the University of Allahabad with a 

postgraduate degree from IIT Kanpur, he has served in Indian missions in Sofia, 

Warsaw, Geneva, and Moscow, and as Consul General in Johannesburg and 

Houston. After retirement, he served as Independent Director on the Boards of 

Hindustan Shipyard Limited and MMTC Limited, chaired the Governing Board 

of Dyal Singh College, University of Delhi, and is currently Chairperson of the 

India–Republic of Korea Friendship Society. 
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Dr. Vinod K. Verma is President – Group Corporate Affairs (Mining and 

Metals Business) and Head – Regulatory Affairs at Hindalco Industries Limited, 

Aditya Birla Group. With over 35 years of experience in corporate affairs, 

regulatory policy, HR, and CSR, he leads stakeholder engagement and policy 

advocacy across the Group’s aluminium, copper, coal, power, and mining 

businesses. He has served on various government committees and academic 

bodies, contributing to policy development and governance. Dr. Verma holds a 

Ph.D. in Economics, MBA, and LL.B., with executive education from Harvard 

Business School and other leading institutions. He has received several awards 

for leadership and professional excellence. 

 

 

 

Dr. S. I. Abraham Lee is the Founding Managing Director & CEO of Atomy 

Enterprise India, leading the brand’s regional expansion, regulatory strategy, 

and e-commerce growth. A former executive with South Korean conglomerates 

Samsung and LG, he brings extensive experience in global business leadership 

and corporate integration. A scientist by training, Dr. Lee holds a Ph.D. in 

Cancer Biotechnology from KAIST and has academic links with IIT. He is 

recognized for fostering stronger business collaboration and cross-border 

partnerships between South Korea and India. 

 

 

 

Dr. Rajan Sudesh Ratna is the Coordinator of DAKSHIN – Global South 

Centre of Excellence at RIS, New Delhi. A Ph.D. in Economics, he is a 

development policy specialist with four decades of experience in multilateral 

diplomacy, trade, and international cooperation. He served 14 years with the 

United Nations ESCAP, including as Deputy Head of its South and South-West 

Asia Office. A 1987-batch Indian Trade Service officer, he spent 25 years with 

the Government of India, contributing to WTO negotiations, FTAs, and trade 

policy. He also headed the Centre for WTO Studies at IIFT. 

 

 

 

Mr. Jaewon Chang is the CEO of BUDDTREE Management Group, a cross-

border corporate advisory firm specializing in South Korea–India market entry, 

M&A, and investments. A New York State Bar-admitted attorney, he holds a 

Juris Doctor from Washington University in St. Louis and an LL.M. from 

American University. With expertise in foreign direct investment, regulatory 

compliance, and joint ventures, he advises businesses on international 

expansion. Mr. Chang serves in key roles including Korea Desk Representative 

for Guidance Tamil Nadu, Council Member of South Korea’s Peaceful 

Unification Advisory Council, and Overseas SME Legal Advisor for the Korean 

Ministry of Justice. 
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Mr. Yeongmin Kweon is a researcher in the steel team at Solutions for Our 

Climate (SFOC), focusing on decarbonizing South Korea’s steel industry. He 

has prior experience in international climate and environmental development 

projects with organizations including Dreaming Nepal, UNDP Sri Lanka, and 

the KOICA Ethiopia Office. He holds a B.Sc. in Earth Resource and 

Environmental Engineering and a B.A. in Political Science and International 

Studies from Hanyang University. He earned a master’s degree in Environment 

and Development with distinction from the London School of Economics 

(LSE). 

 

 

Ambassador C. Rajasekhar, a 1990-batch Indian Foreign Service officer, 

most recently led the States Division at India’s Ministry of External Affairs, 

promoting international cooperation between Indian States and global partners. 

A law graduate with a Gold Medal, he also holds degrees in Commerce and 

Personnel Management and is pursuing a Ph.D. in Law. With extensive East 

Asia expertise, he has served in Korea, Japan, Mongolia, and key MEA roles, 

contributing to major agreements including India–Korea CEPA and India–

Japan Civil Nuclear Cooperation. He has served as Ambassador to Cuba, DG 

of ICCR, and continues to contribute to international affairs, culture, and 

diplomacy. 

 

 

Mr. Suresh Chukkapalli is a distinguished entrepreneur, philanthropist, and 

business leader with over 37 years of experience in real estate, infrastructure, 

and diversified enterprises. A Mechanical Engineer from Siddaganga Institute 

of Technology, he is Chairman Emeritus of the Phoenix Group and Managing 

Trustee of the Phoenix Foundation. Under his leadership, Phoenix has delivered 

landmark residential, commercial, IT SEZ, hospitality, education, and wellness 

projects across Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. He also serves as Honorary 

Consul General of the Republic of Korea in Telangana and has held several 

prestigious leadership roles. His commitment to sustainable development, 

education, healthcare, and community welfare has earned widespread 

recognition. 

 

 

 

Dr. Cho Choongjae is Director of the Delhi Office and Deputy President of the 

Korea Institute for International Economic Policy (KIEP), the Republic of 

Korea’s leading government-funded think tank on international economic 

policy. Since 2022, he has contributed significantly to Korea–India economic 

cooperation through research, institutional partnerships, and strategic dialogue. 

Previously, he headed KIEP’s India and South Asia Team and Centre for Area 

Studies. A specialist in the Indian economy, Dr. Cho has held research positions 

at leading economic institutes, advised Korea’s New Southern Policy initiatives, 

and serves in academic and professional organizations focused on India studies 

and international cooperation. 
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Mr. Park Young-June is Professor at the College of National Security, Korea 

National Defense University, specializing in Japanese security policy and East 

Asian security affairs. He holds a Ph.D. in International Relations from the 

University of Tokyo, along with degrees from Yonsei University and Seoul 

National University. He has served as a visiting scholar at Harvard University’s 

U.S.–Japan Program and authored numerous books and articles on international 

security, Japan, and regional affairs, including The Birth of the Navy and the 

Making of Modern Japan and Man, the State and Imperial Japan’s War. He has 

also advised South Korea’s Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Defense and 

contributes as a media columnist. 

 

 

 

Lt. Gen. Arvinder Singh Lamba (Retd.), from the elite Parachute Artillery 

Regiment, retired as Vice Chief of Army Staff in 2011 after over four decades 

of distinguished service. He has held key strategic appointments, including 

heading Army Training Command, commanding a Strike Corps, a frontline 

Division, and a Counter Insurgency brigade. A veteran of the 1971 Bangladesh 

War, he has served in critical operational and staff roles in India and abroad. 

His academic credentials include a Doctorate in Management Studies, M.Phil. 

in Defence and Strategic Studies, and master’s degrees from King’s College 

London and other institutions. He currently serves as Chancellor of ICFAI 

University and leads CIRSS. 

 

 

 

Commodore Sujeet Samaddar, NM (Retd.), is a Visiting Fellow at RIS, New 

Delhi, and Founder-Secretary of the Society for Aerospace, Maritime and 

Defence Studies (SAMDeS). A graduate of IIT Roorkee, he was commissioned 

into the Indian Navy in 1980 and retired in 2009 as Principal Director, Naval 

Plans after distinguished service, including four command appointments. He 

was awarded the Nao Sena Medal in 2008. His expertise spans maritime policy, 

shipbuilding, sustainability, green hydrogen, circular economy, and space 

technology. He has held senior industry roles, served as Senior Consultant at 

NITI Aayog, and contributed to major national policies in maritime, defence, 

and industrial sectors. 

 

 

 

Professor Jitendra Uttam is Chairperson of the Centre for East Asian Studies, 

School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. A 

recipient of the Korean Government Fellowship, he completed his Ph.D. from 

Seoul National University in 2002. His research focuses on Comparative 

International Political Economy, with special emphasis on Korea, India, and 

East Asia. He has authored and co-authored influential books, including The 

Political Economy of Korea: Transition, Transformation and Turnaround and 

Varieties of Capitalism in Asia: Beyond the Developmental State. His scholarly 

work has appeared in leading journals, covering Korean political economy, 

development models, financial systems, and India–Korea relations. 
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Prof. Prabir De is Professor at the Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi, specializing in international 

economics, trade, and development. He has conducted extensive policy research 

for the Government of India, UN agencies, multilateral development banks, and 

international organizations. Prof. De has held visiting positions at leading 

institutions, including the Institute of Developing Economies (IDE-JETRO), 

Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI), Korea Institute for International 

Economic Policy (KIEP), and UNESCAP. A prolific researcher, he has 

published widely in international journals and authored books on trade, 

connectivity, and development issues. 

 

 

 

Mr. Harsh Dhingra is a distinguished engineering and management 

professional with over 43 years of experience in rail and metro transportation. 

As former Chief Country Representative and Management Board Member of 

Bombardier Transportation India, he played a key role in advancing India’s rail 

and metro infrastructure. Earlier, he held senior leadership positions at 

Mitsubishi Corporation and Crompton Greaves, contributing to the growth of 

India’s transportation sector. He currently advises multinational corporations 

and infrastructure investment funds on strategic leadership, mergers and 

acquisitions, PPPs, infrastructure financing, and sustainable freight solutions. 

He holds a degree in Electrical Engineering from Delhi College of Engineering 

and a postgraduate management degree. 

 

 

 

Mr. Rohit Chaturvedi is a senior infrastructure and geotechnical engineering 

professional with over 25 years of leadership experience. He currently serves as 

Chief Operating Officer of the Geotech Division at Z-Tech (India) Limited, 

overseeing strategic operations and specialized civil engineering projects. 

Previously, he was Senior Vice President and Vertical Head at Flexituff 

Ventures International, leading the Hydraulics & Environment business, and 

held key roles at TechFab India Industries Ltd in geosystems and coastal 

protection. He also brings experience from the cement and petrochemical 

sectors with organizations including ACC, L&T, and public sector enterprises. 

An alumnus of HBTU Kanpur and IIM Kozhikode, he specializes in operations, 

geotechnical solutions, and project management. 

 

 

 

Ms. Suzy Choi is a Member of the Peaceful Unification Advisory Council 

(PUAC) and Director of the External Cooperation Division, India Chapter. She 

specializes in cross-border tourism, including inbound and outbound travel 

management, customized itineraries, and corporate MICE (Meetings, 

Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions) events. Actively promoting India–

Korea tourism and people-to-people exchanges, she works to strengthen 

cultural and economic connections between the two countries. She also 

collaborates with international organizations, including the Global Alliance for 

Eco-Hospitality and Tourism Promotion, to support sustainable tourism and 

hospitality initiatives across Asia. 
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Dr. Subhash Goyal is Chairman of STIC Travel Group, one of India’s leading 

travel and aviation conglomerates, which he founded in 1973. Under his 

leadership, the organization has become a prominent airline marketing company 

representing global aviation and cruise brands across India. A key contributor 

to tourism policy, he serves as Immediate Past President of the Indian 

Association of Tour Operators (IATO) and Chairman of the Aviation and 

Tourism Committee of the Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC). An author and 

motivational speaker, Dr. Goyal advocates sustainable tourism-led growth. He 

holds postgraduate degrees in Business Administration and a Ph.D. in Tourism 

Development. 

 

  

Mr. Shiv Siddhant Kaul is Managing Director of Nicco Engineering Services 

Limited and Honorary Consul General of the Republic of Korea in Kolkata. He 

holds a Master of Science in Engineering from Princeton University and a 

summa cum laude Bachelor’s degree in Economics and Computer Science from 

the College of Wooster. Previously, he served as Vice President, Fixed Income 

Trading, at Bank of America in New York. He currently chairs the 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), Eastern Region, and plays an active role 

in strengthening India–Korea trade, investment, and economic cooperation. His 

academic research has been published in The Journal of Alternative 

Investments. 

 

  

 

Dr. Taeho Bark is the founding President of the Lee & Ko Global Commerce 

Institute (GCI), where he advises enterprises on global trade and investment 

strategies, international trade developments, and dispute resolution. An 

internationally recognized trade expert, he is Professor Emeritus at Seoul 

National University and former Dean of its Graduate School of International 

Studies. He is also a Senior Visiting Scholar with the Korea Project at Harvard 

Kennedy School’s Belfer Center. Dr. Bark has held key public policy roles, 

including Minister for Trade of the Republic of Korea, Ambassador-at-Large 

for International Trade, and Chairman of the Korea Trade Commission, 

contributing significantly to global trade policy and negotiations. 

 

 

 

Dr. Rattan Chand is a founding Director of the EGROW Foundation and a 

former officer of the Indian Statistical Service with over 35 years of experience 

in public policy, health systems, and official statistics. He has contributed 

significantly to major national health and population initiatives, including 

HMIS, Annual Health Surveys, District Level Household Surveys, and the 

National Family Health Survey (NFHS). He has collaborated with global 

organizations such as the World Bank, WHO, USAID, and the United Nations. 

Specializing in population studies, health policy, and applied statistics, Dr. 

Chand holds advanced degrees from IIPS Mumbai, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, and Panjab University. 
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Dr. Pankaj Vashisht is Associate Professor and Coordinator of the ASEAN–

India Centre at the Research and Information System for Developing Countries 

(RIS), New Delhi. With over 16 years of policy research experience, he 

specializes in international trade, technology, labour economics, applied 

econometrics, and industrial competitiveness. Previously associated with 

ICRIER, he has led research on India–ASEAN economic relations, regional 

value chains, critical minerals, and MSME digitalization. He has worked with 

organizations including the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, and 

industry bodies such as ACMA and SIAM. Dr. Vashisht holds a Ph.D. in 

Economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University and has published widely on 

trade and development issues. 

 


